Sept. 9, 2020

A regular meeting of the Gridley-Biggs Cemetery District Board of Trustees was called to order at 10:00 a.m. by Chairman Joe Hughes.  Roll call of the board:

Joe Hughes, Chairman

Larry Hamman, Trustee

Jack Bequette, Trustee

Pat Teague, Dist. Mgr./Board Secretary

Angie Cote, Secretary

3.  PUBLIC INFORMATION ON ANY AGENDA ITEM – OPEN OR CLOSED:  None

4.  INFORMATION ITEMS:
     A.  District Manager’s Monthly Report:

           1. Report on Trees:  Dan Howell, a certified arborist and forester came by to look at our trees and suggested that we do a biopsy to be sent to UC Berkeley on the root of one of the trees in Section 5 to determine what is causing the trees in that section to die.  He said that the fungicide that Brian Naglee is injecting won’t harm the trees, but it may not be treating the real problem.


2.  Report on Sprinkler System Repairs:  We had a major problem with our sprinkler system in August and had a very difficult time trying to find out where the problem was.  Sanders Irrigation in Yuba City suggested that we call Alvy Soto who is a trouble-shooter for irrigation systems.  Alvy lives here in Gridley, came out and found a problem with the wiring in two valve boxes.  Dan Crabtree also came out with his truck and water tank three times to water the driest areas.  


3.  Report on Insurance Claim & Fence Repairs:  We finally received a check from GSRMA for $2,500 and one from Progressive (the driver’s insurance company) for $3,500.  We should be getting the fence fixed as soon as all the material arrives.


4.  Repairs to Cemetery Signs:  The white sign at the entrance needs to be repainted as do two of the green signs.  Lou Radley will be able to take care of this.


5.  Report on Installation of Veteran Niche Wall Addition:  Koppenburg Enterprises has informed us that the niches are now complete and will be able to install them at our convenience.  We should be able to pour the foundations in the next couple of weeks.


6.  Repair on Grave Inventory:  Angie ran a report on the number of graves available which will help us determine when we will need to develop the next section.  We have 1,936 available graves; we sell an average of 44 graves per year which translates into 44 years before we will need to develop the next section.  We also have 178 niches left and we sell an average of 19 per year or 9-1/2 years left.  The addition of the new veteran niches will increase that number by 68.

5.  BOARD DISCUSSION & POSSIBLE ACTION ITEMS:

     A.  Update on Internal Audit:  A lady came in asking for a better invoice than she had to show that she had pre-paid her burial costs.  She showed us that all she had was a copy of a work order, not a receipt and that she had made 5 separate payments in cash for a total of $458 and is actually $92 more than the charge should have been.  Upon further investigation, it was determined that none of the cash payments were recorded in our bookkeeping system or deposited.  Pat added that she had always verified the cash receipts and made the bank deposits when Kristin was here, but since there was not a receipt it had not shown up.  (See Angie’s notes and copies of the cash tags in the amount of $458 in the file Audit Findings 2020 file).  Trustees agreed that we need to honor her payments.
      B.  Presentation of Audit Proposal for 2020, 2021, 2022.  Proposal from Matthews, Hutton & Warren is for $4,800 per year, up from $4,200 per year for the last 13 years.  Following a general discussion, Larry Hamman presented a motion to accept the audit proposal of $4,800 per year.  The motion was 2nd by Jack Bequette, all ayes, motion passed.

      C.  Resolution 20-06:  Last year the Auditor-Controller’s office said we needed to adopt only budget – not a separate one for the General Fund, one for the Assessment District and a combined budget and closed our Assessment District Fund – this should not have been done under the guidelines of the Assessment District as they funds need to be kept separate.  In order to correct this, a resolution needs to be adopted to re-open Fund 2208 – Assessment District Fund.  Jack Bequette presented a motion to approve Resolution 20-06 (see attached); the motion was 2nd by Larry Hamman; all ayes, motion passed.

6.  CONSENT CALENDAR:

     A.  Approval of July 29, 2020 Minutes:  Upon a motion presented by Jack Bequette and 2nd by Larry Hamman, the minutes of the July 29, 2020 minutes were approved as presented; all ayes, motion passed.

     B.  Approval of September, 2020 check registers.  Upon a motion presented by Larry Hamman and 2nd by Jack Bequette, the check register covering checks 17813 to 17850 were approve; all ayes, motion passed.

7.  TRUSTEES DISCUSSIONS, QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS:  None

8.  ADJOURNMENT:   As there was no further business to come before the board, Joe Hughes presented a motion to adjourn at 10:45 a.m., the motion was 2nd by Larry Hamman; all ayes, motion passed.  The date of the next board meeting was set for Wednesday, October 7, 2020 at 9:00 a.m.  Meeting adjourned.

__________________________


_______________________________

Joe Hughes, Chairman



Pat Teague, Dist. Mgr./Board Secretary     

