February 14, 2024

A regular meeting of the Gridley-Biggs Cemetery District Board of Trustees was called to order at 8:27 a.m. by Chairman Joe Hughes.  Roll call of the board:

Joe Hughes, Chairman

Larry Hamman, Trustee

Larry Evans, Trustee

Angie Cote, District Mgr/Board Secretary

Kurtis Upton, Grounds Superintendent

Chris Stowe & Cindy Stowe

3.  PUBLIC INFORMATION ON ANY AGENDA ITEM – OPEN OR CLOSED:  


1.  Chris noticed the staff and board was upset following the January meeting and wanted to clarify it wasn’t with us just the fact that people were being so disrespectful.  Chris suggested charging families a safety or administrative fee to families when scheduling burial to allow for incidentals.  Saff safety is what is important. Charging an extra fee would help the district in case of needing to hire more staff for a funeral.  Cindy mentioned she also heard there was an altercation where things got out of hand at the funeral home in town.  This is a different time and people don’t seem to show the same respect like they used to. Chris says she thinks Facebook would be a good source of communication for the district.
4.  INFORMATION ITEMS:
     A.  Office Manager’s Monthly Report:

1.  Report on storm clean up, downed tree and damage.  On February 4, there was a big storm that blew over one of the original Deodar cedar trees that are planted right in front of the office.  The tree came down with such force it caused a lot of damage.  One of the branches came down on the North East corner of the office ripping off the roof and gutters.  There was various branch that also punctured the roof.  Staff worked quickly to report the claim with our insurance and tarp off the roof to prevent and further water damage.  The bulk of the tree was removed 2/13/24 and we are just waiting for the ground to dry up before we can grind the stump.  Staff will continue to work with our insurance company to see the repairs are made and covered.
2.  Report on grounds clean up and grave repairs – Kurtis stated yard signs are up notifying the public to remove their personal belongings and by February 1st as the clean up would be the first week of February.  However, with the tree falling and blocking the main entrance we are giving families and extra 2 weeks to collect their items.  We will also be pushing back the mowing season as the ground is still too wet to drive the mowers across the lawns without tearing up the ground.  Grave repairs are also on hold as we can’t tamper graves with mud. Its on our radar and as soon as the weather cooperates, we will take care of it.
3.  Report on new no drugs or alcohol signs for the cemetery.  The new proofs for the sign have been approved.  They are going to be in both English and Spanish.  We plan to order 4 signs for the grounds.  We also are ordering new signs to say DO NOT ENTER and EXIT to better direct traffic.  Proofs were presented to the board to see.    

4.  Report on information regarding company truck purchase.  Kurtis spoke with Gridley Country Ford and they said they no longer do lease but if we do a lease it would be directly through the manufacturer FORD.  Their terms are 4 yearly payment and at the end of the 5th year you can return the vehicle or purchase it outright for $1.  Kurtis thinks that right now although getting a company vehicle is important there are many other in dire need of repair throughout the cemetery.  
Board agrees to readdress the topic of the company vehicle at a later date so long as Kurtis agrees with the terms to continue using his personal vehicle for work.  Kurtis agreed.

5.  BOARD DISCUSSION & POSSIBLE ACTION ITEMS:

     A.  Review bids for storm/tree clean up.  At this time the only work that has been done is tree removal.  North Valley Tree invoice for $4,100 to remove the tree and stump grind and also to pull down fallen branch in Section 6 Block 1.  Also to approve invoice of $1,200 from Cost U Less Plumbing to clear the hole and repair the broken pipe from the tree fall.  Larry Hamman presented a motion to approved payments to North Valley  Tree for $4,100 and to Cost U Less Plumbing for $1,200.  Larry Evans 2nd the motion. All aye, motion passed.
6.  CONSENT CALENDAR:

     A.  Approval of January 10 & 17, 2024 Board Minutes and February, 2024 check register. Upon a motion presented by Larry Hamman and 2nd by Larry Evans, the minutes of the January 10 & 17, 2024 Board meeting and the February 2024 check registers covering checks 019484 to 019523 were approved as presented; all ayes, motion passed.
7.  TRUSTEES DISCUSSIONS, QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS:  None

8.  ADJOURNMENT:   As there was no further business to come before the board, Joe Hughes presented a motion to adjourn at 9:53 a.m., the motion was 2nd by Larry Hamman; all ayes, motion passed.  The date of the next board meeting was set for Wednesday, March 13, 2024 at 8:30 a.m.  Meeting adjourned.

__________________________

_______________________________

Joe Hughes, Chairman


Angie Coté, District Mgr./Board Secretary     

