June 21, 2023

A regular meeting of the Gridley-Biggs Cemetery District Board of Directors was called to order at 8:35 a.m. by Chairman Joe Hughes.  Roll call of the board:

Joe Hughes, Chairman

Larry Hamman, Trustee

Larry Evans, Trustee

Angie Cote, District Manager

Kurtis Upton, Grounds Supt.

3. PUBLIC COMMENT ON ANY AGENDA ITEM - OPEN OR CLOSED:

4.  INFORMATION ITEMS:

     A.  District Manager's Monthly Report:

            1.  Report on Homeless camp damages:  Kurtis reports the homeless are still a constant battle.  We’ve received reports of people coming to visit their loved ones in the evenings and there will be homeless people filling up water.  We’ve had to deal with screaming fights going on the other side of the shrubs during a service.  Staff usually will try to chase them off for faster results.  It seems to work better for immediate results as when we contact law enforcement by the time they usually get here the problem has left. 

2.  Report on Memorial Day Program:  Angie reports memorial day we off very well this year.  We received a donation of 300 newly assembled and painted crossed from Sutter High School Wood Shop class.  We had sufficient crosses and flags for every Veteran buried here to be honored this past Memorial day.  Veterans selected to be honored this year was Eileen Richins  & Janet (Chambers) Kirch-Horn, both of Gridley, CA.  The students of Gridley High School Band, Directed by Ethan Jacobson lead us in saluting our Armed Forces beautifully.  The featured speaker this year was Michael McCarthy, Lt. Colonel, USAR (Ret.).

3.  Report on water pumps and main line breaks:  Kurtis reported repairs were done to the main line coming from the pump house.  It began a pretty severe leak the Monday prior to Memorial Day.  As we were not going to have time to do the repairs before the event we just shut water off to the back and hope with the high temperatures the ground would dry out.  It did.  As we began to work on the line the crew found the sprinklers wiring was exposed in the ground not protected by anything and there was no sand lining it to indicate proceeding with caution.  Staff needed the assistance of Berry Electric to fix the connection to the torn wiring.  They were able to fix the leak and repatch the wiring to get our watering system back up and running.  Upon completion of that fix, across the road the increased pressure from fixing the previous leak led to another leak by the gazebo.  Staff had to call them a local pump company to suck up and clean the mud away to expose the main lines coming into Section 8. We are currently still working on repairs and are hopeful once fixed we can resume our normal watering schedule. 
4.  Report on Submission of Bid for Indigent Burials:  Angie notified the county we would like to continue for the next two years.  Per board this contract is working well and would like to continue with the same terms.  Angie signed the renewed contracts effective 07/01/2023 – 06/30/2025.

5.  Report on office repairs and maintenance:  Angie reported the carpet change has been on the budget for a while and still has not taken place.  The office could also use a fresh coat of paint.  The 2 windows on the south side of the office leak from the sprinklers constantly spraying against them.  The windows are pulled away from the frames and it appears to have rotted away from the constant watering.  The same light fixture that was repaired by Nacho 2 years ago is out again.  The countertops in the bathroom and at the desks have peeled and often pinch skin on arms of the customers when they lean against the bar.   The office is in desperate need of maintenance.  We have consulted with a few companies for estimates of costs.  Something we should look into doing.  Joe would like to review the bids today in possible action items to approves one and start the work.

6.  Update on fence and gate work.  Last time we met we approved the installation of a wider swinging gate to be install by Campbell Fence.  The work has been completed and the gate works great.  Adds to an easier turn when coming in/out of the shop yard with the backhoe.

7.  Employee benefit package renewal:  We have come up on a contract renewal for dental and vision.  After shopping around Angie found more affordable rates from Humana insurance which would save the district approximately $340/month on employee insurance premiums and staff agrees with the plans comparisons being the same coverages.  Board agrees with the savings so long as staff all in aggrievance with the plan changes.  Angie will notify Humana and get switch started. Plans will take effect July 1st.

8.  Trustee Larry Evans’ Re-appointment:  Angie received a letter from the Butte County Board of Supervisors reappoint trustee Larry Evans.  The term of his appointment shall end on June 13, 2027.
5.  BOARD DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ITEMS:  

     A.  Presentation/Approval of Auditor’s Letter:  After review & discussion Larry Evans motioned to approve of Mattews, Hutton & Warren CPA formally continuing to provide audits to the Gridley Biggs Cemetery District.  Larry Hamman 2nd the motions.  All ayes, motion passed.
     B. Annual election of Board Chairman:  Larry Evans presented a motion to nominate Joe Hughes as Chairman for the 2023-24 fiscal year.  The motion was 2nd by Larry Hamman, all ayes, motion passed.

     C.  Annual Appointment of Budget Committee Chairman:  Larry Evans presented a motion to appoint Larry Hamman as budget Committee Chairman for the 2023-24 fiscal year.  The motion was 2nd by Joe Hughes, all ayes, motion passed.

     D. Set Spending Limitation for 2023-24:  Larry Hamman presented a motion to set the spending limitation at $887,505 for fiscal year 2023-24.  The motion was 2nd by Larry Evans; all ayes, motion passed.

     E.  Preliminary Gridley-Biggs Cemetery District Budget Discussion:  After a general discussion, it appears that a budget very similar to last year's could be adopted.  More information will be available after the close of the fiscal year.

     F.  Review of District's Structures & Improvements List:  Angie reported that she would urge the board considering replacing the asphalt in front of the shop and near the bridge.  Last winter when we had some tree branch work done the sheer weight of the boom trucks cracked the asphalt making visible possibly erosion issues near the drainage ditch. Angie also notified the board that according to the company that did the work last time to reseal the back over 10 years ago stated we should be resealing our roads every 3-4 years.  May be something to keep in mind when setting the new budget. The Trustees agreed that we should revisit the bid in the next 1-2 years.  


 

     G.  Review of District's Equipment Inventory List:  This fiscal year we added the new backhoe, 4 gas powered weed eaters, 2 backpack blowers, and a new battery powered push mower for the front office. Larry Evans motioned to accept the updated inventory list as presented.  Larry Hamman 2nd the motion, all ayes, motion passed.
     H.  Review of District’s Fee Schedule: Per board no change at this time.
      I.  Resolution of Intent to Continue to Levy & Collect Assessments for 2023-24: Resolution 23-02 was approved as presented by Larry Hamman. 2nd by Larry Evans, all ayes, motion passed.
     J.   Resolution Approving Engineer’s Report for 2023-24 fiscal year:  Resolution 23-01 was approved as presented by Larry Hamman. 2nd by Larry Evans, all ayes, motion passed.
     K.  Adoption of Preliminary Gridley-Biggs Cemetery District Assessment District Budget: Following a discussion of the two options presented, Larry Hamman presented a motion to approve Option 1 of the 23-24 expenditures and Option 1 of the 23-24 budget; the motion was 2nd by Larry Evans, all ayes, motion passed.  (See copy of worksheet attached).

     L.  Butte LAFCO election ballot for Special District “Enterprise” Member:  After some discussion Larry Evans presented a motion to elect Ruth Duncan.  Larry Hamman 2nd the motion, all ayes, motion passed.

    M.  Review bids for office maintenance:  Upon further discussion, Larry Evans presented a motion to approve the estimate from Dunlap Construction using funds from the Maintenance Assessment District fund to include but not limited to replacing windows, doors, interior lights and patch the ceiling, prime & paint the office, remove the carpet and install vinyl plank flooring, replace ceiling fans, replace the existing desk and install new countertops.  Larry Hamman 2nd the motion, all ayes motion passed.

6. CONSENT CALENDAR:


     A.  Approval of April 19, 2023 Minutes & May-June 2023 check register:  Upon a motion presented by Larry Evans and 2nd by Larry Hamman, the minutes of the April 19, 2023 meeting and the May-June 2023 check registers covering checks 19133 to 19215 were approved as presented; all ayes, motion passed.

7.  TRUSTEES DISCUSSIONS, QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS:  None

8.  ADJOURNMENT:   As there was no further business to come before the board, Joe Hughes presented a motion to adjourn at 10:05 a.m., the motion was 2nd by Larry Hamman; all ayes, motion passed.  The date of the next board meeting was set for Wednesday, July 12, 2023 at 8:30 a.m.  Meeting adjourned.

__________________________

_______________________________

Joe Hughes, Chairman


Angie Coté, District Mgr./Board Secretary     

