JULY 12, 2023

A regular meeting of the Gridley-Biggs Cemetery District Board of Directors was called to order at 8:33 a.m. by Chairman Joe Hughes.  Roll call of the board:

Joe Hughes, Chairman

Larence D. Hamman, Trustee

Larry Evans, Trustee
Angie Cote, Dist.Mgr./Board Secretary

Kurtis Upton, Grounds Superintendent
3. PUBLIC INFORMATION ON ANY AGENDA ITEM – OPEN OR CLOSED:  None

4. INFORMATION ITEMS: 

A. District Manager’s Monthly Report:

1.  Report on homeless camp damage – Broken Headstone, shop gate, oleanders:  While working with Seti from the Gridley Herald staff found a headstone broken out by the highway.  After some research it was found to be the headstone of William Z. Holt from 1879.  Staff contacted the Sheriff to make a report (Case No. 23-04084) of the damage done and with the help of Seti she published an article in the paper to raise awareness of what the staff is dealing with on a regular basis.  Staff continues to find human feces in the shrubs where they have cut into the fences.  They have also cut the locks to the gates of the shop.  We’ve looked around but haven’t seen anything that has been messed with besides some pallets missing. Our crew is constantly being pulled from daily tasks to repair or clean vandalism left at our cemetery.  The public is also complaining of items being removed from loved one’s graves.  See the attached pictures.  We’ve not had any updates from the Butte County Department of Development Services since notices were posted. Staff will continue to report damages to the Butte County Sheriff’s Department.
2.  Update on water pumps and main line breaks:  Since Memorial Day has passed staff has been tirelessly work to repair the pump.  Each time the fix a line it seems to break elsewhere.  This is common when repairs are done with higher pressure of water flowing since breaks are fixed.  We to anticipate increase in sprinkler cost due to having to replace piping underground for the multiple leaks being found. 

3.  Update on employment benefits – Dental/Vision company change.  As previously discussed,  the change has taken place and plans were switch from Ameritas to Humana which saves the district approximately $4,600 a year in dental/vision costs from Employees while provide the same type of coverage.
5.  BOARD DISCUSSION & POSSIBLE ACTION ITEMS:

       A.  Pursuant to Streets & Highway Code Section 226 & 22629 at the time indicated in this agenda herein, the Board of Trustees of the Gridley-Biggs Cemetery District will convene a Public Hearing for the purpose of considering all written protests and oral statements of all interested persons concerning the district’s continued levy of parcel assessments.

i.    Resolution 23-03: Confirming Diagram and Continued Assessment & Ordering the Continued Levying and Collection of Assessment.  There was no one from the public in attendance, nor did the Secretary receive comments regarding the continued levying and collection of assessments. Since there were no further comments, Larry Hamman motioned to approve Resolution 23-03: Confirming Diagram and Continued Assessment & Ordering the Continued Levying and Collection of Assessment.  Larry Evans 2nd the motion.  All aye, motion passed.
B.   Establish Gridley-Biggs Cemetery District Assessment District Budget for 2023-24:  

Larry Evans presented a motion to approve budget of $60,075 for Salaries & Wages & $17,430 for Services & Supplies, and the continued transfer into the Assessment District Reserve of $13,323.00. Larry Hamman 2nd the motion.  All aye, motion passed. 

C. Following general discussion and review of the Preliminary budget & upcoming financial obligations, Larry Evans presented a motion to approve the following budget: Salaries & Wages $490,000.00, Services & Supplies $220,000.00, Fixed Assets $75,000.00 and Appropriation for Contingencies $25,000.00. The motion was 2nd by Larry Hamman, all ayes, motions passed.
D.   Review bid for security cameras – After a lengthy discussion of continued damages to the Gridley-Biggs Cemetery District and at the recommendation of the Butte County Sherrif Department.  Joe Hughes presented a motion to approve estimate of cost to install a 6 Camera Security System $6,259. Motion 2nd by Larry Hamman, all ayes, motions passed.

E. Review bid for sprinkler box replacement -  Staff reports the sprinkler boxes are over 30 years old and not had any issue until the past couple years.  We had multiple companies out for estimate and troubleshooting but they all state the boxes would need to be replaced.  Berry Electric offers a Networked Sprinkler Controllers for $5,983.  Joe Hughes motions to approve the bid as presented. Motion 2nd by Larry Hamman, all ayes, motions passed.
6.  CONSENT CALENDAR:

A.
Approval of June 21, 2023 Meeting Minutes & July 2023 check registers:  Upon a motion presented by Larry Evans and 2nd by Larry Hamman the minutes of the June 21, 2023 meeting and the check register including checks 019216  to  019261 were approved.  All ayes, motion passed.
7. TRUSTEES DISCUSSIONS, QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS:  None
8. ADJOURNMENT:  As there was no further business to come before the board, Joe Hughes presented a motion to adjourn at 9:39 a.m. the motion was 2nd by Larry Hamman; all ayes, motion passed.  The date of the next meeting set for Wednesday, August 9, 2023 at 8:30 a.m.  Meeting adjourned.

________________________________        
_____________________________

Joe Hughes, Board Chairman



Angie Coté, Office Mgr./Board Sec.


   
