OCTOBER 13, 2021

A regular meeting of the Gridley-Biggs Cemetery District Board of Trustees was called to order at 8:31 a.m. by Chairman Joe Hughes.  Roll call of the board:

Joe Hughes, Chairman

Larry Hamman, Trustee

Larry Evans, Trustee

Angie Cote, Office Mgr/Board Secretary

3.  PUBLIC INFORMATION ON ANY AGENDA ITEM – OPEN OR CLOSED:  None

4.  INFORMATION ITEMS:
     A.  Office Manager’s Monthly Report:

           1. The Board of Supervisor’s Appointment of new trustee Larry Evans.  We received an email on August 30, 2021 from Amy Schuman stating Mr. Evans needed to complete a form 700 and be sworn in at the Butte County Administrations office prior to taking any action on our board.  Mr. Evans has been sworn in and will file the necessary documents with the administrations office. Welcome Mr. Evans.  Mr. Evans was given copies of our price scheduled, Board members handbook, Health & Safety guidelines, Rules & regulations for the District.  He was also informed of the upcoming training AB1234 Ethics taught by attorney Robert Hunt on Thursday, October 21st, @ 10 AM.  This 2-hour course meets CA requirements for Ethics training, which all board members and board designees (managers/those who can sign on behalf of the board) must take.

Mr. Evans plans to attend the training via zoom at the district office.

2.  Angie notified the board the homeless have vandalized the gazebo bathrooms again. There is still a lot of homeless living at the camp south of the Cemetery.  Often they are roaming around the back of the cemetery.  2 weeks ago Kurtis and Eddie were setting up for a service and there was a guy sleeping in the Gazebo with a whole living room set up.  Rug, TV, Bike with a little trailer, blankets… etc.  After about 5 minutes of trying to wake him Kurtis was able to get him on his was before family started showing up for the service.   When we call sheriff they say if they are not a danger to themselves or others there’s not much they can do but ask them to move along.  Cameras were just installed to the exterior of the office building at the entrance but not sure how long that will last they might steal them if they find them.  Motion sensor lights have not been replaced around the office just yet but they will be soon.

3.  The Cemetery Entrance signs are being made per Lou Radley they’ll be out soon. Bill from Bill’s quality fencing says materials are on order hopeful to be out in the next few weeks.

5.  BOARD DISCUSSION & POSSIBLE ACTION ITEMS:

     A. G.S.M.R.A. presentation was given by Steven Wood on our Workers’ Compensation Coverage policy for board members & volunteer. Mr. Wood explained either coverage would benefit the district from liability with no additional cost to the district.  Larry Hamman presented the motion to Electing Workers’ Compensation Coverage for Unpaid Volunteers & Board of Trustees by Resolution No. 20.  The motion was 2nd by Joe Hughes.  All ayes, motion passed.  

      B.   The revised Farm Lease was presented to lease the vacant land owned by the District to Doug Wheeler for $250 per acre ($2,500/year) for 5 years.  Larry Hamman motioned to accept the lease as presented.  Larry Evans 2nd the motion.  All aye, motion passed.

      C.  Engagement Letter from Best, Best & Krieger Attorneys at Law has been sent to maintain general counsel with Attorney Mark Velasquez since our previous attorney Bob Hunt has retired.  Larry Hamman motioned to accept the Engagement Letter as presented to maintain general counsel for the Gridley-Biggs Cemetery District.  Larry Evans 2nd the motion.  All aye, motion passed.
      D.  Inland Business Systems gave the district a quote to purchase a new Xerox C405 Color Multifunction Printer combo machine that would in turn be serviced by their company.  Cost break down is $1,500 to purchase the machine outright or to do a 39 month lease at $99 per month.  In addition $50 per month would cover any maintenance & ink replacement costs for the life of the machine.  Larry Hamman motions to purchase the machine outright for $1,500 to save the district appx $2,300 & sign up for the $50/month agreement for the next years.  Larry Evans 2nd the motion.  All ayes, motion passed.  

     E.   Equipment replacement update.  Grounds would like to sell the Hustler 4600 basket mower as we now use mulching mowers.  Arthur estimates we could get $5,000 for it.  New mulching mowers go for around $20,000 - $25,000.  He would like to look into getting another mower for spring 2022 so all 3 grounds crew can mow more efficiently. Larry Evans motioned to sell the Hustler 4600 for $5,000 and possibly look into replacing it with a mulching mower in the spring of 2022.  Larry Hamman 2nd the motion. All ayes, motion passed.
      F.  Update on Employee Structure:  Angie notified the board that the Grounds Superintendent leaves on average 3 out of the 5 days early.  He tends to call it a day by 12:30pm excusing staff home often leaving work unfinished.  He seems to schedule all medical, dental & vision appointment during his scheduled work shifts.  I worry that because he does not have a direct supervisor out here he feels he has free reign to come and go as he pleases without notifying the office when he is not here.   Joe stated he has been talked to multiple times regarding communicating with the office and maintaining his job as a priority.  Larry Hamman agreed this cannot continue to be allowed to happen.  Discussion has been tabled till the board can meet again & legal counsel has advised the District as to the appropriate steps to follow.

6.  CONSENT CALENDAR:

     A.  Approval of September 8, 2021 Minutes:  Upon a motion presented by Larry Hamman and 2nd by Joe Hughes, the minutes of the July 14, 2021 minutes were approved as presented; 2 ayes/1 abstain, motion passed.

     B.  Approval of October, 2021 check registers.  Upon a motion presented by Larry Hamman and 2nd by Joe Hughes, the check register covering checks 18336 to 18373 were approved; all ayes, motion passed.

7.  TRUSTEES DISCUSSIONS, QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS:  None

8.  ADJOURNMENT:   As there was no further business to come before the board, Joe Hughes presented a motion to adjourn at 9:37 a.m., the motion was 2nd by Larry Hamman; all ayes, motion passed.  The date of the next board meeting was set for Wednesday, November 10, 2021 at 8:30 a.m.  Meeting adjourned.

__________________________

_______________________________

Joe Hughes, Chairman


Angie Coté, Office Mgr./Board Secretary     

