April 19, 2023

A regular meeting of the Gridley-Biggs Cemetery District Board of Directors was called to order at 8:33 a.m. by Trustee Joe Hughes. Roll call of the board:

Joe Hughes, Chairman

Larry Evans, Trustee

Larry Hamman, Trustee

Kurtis Upton, Grounds Superintendent

Angie Cote, District Mgr./Board Secretary

3.  PUBLIC COMMENT ON ANY AGENDA ITEM – OPEN OR CLOSED: NONE PRESENT
4.  INFORMATIOM ITEMS:

     A.  District Manager’s Monthly Report:

1. Report on Spring clean-up & preventative maintenance - Kurtis: Staff is doing their best to keep up with the fresh flower and items brought out. We continue to have family bring out glass vases and yard signs. Our staff continues to monitor and clean up as they mow to prevent further damage to the mowers. Staff plans to go through the whole cemetery again the second week in May in preparation for Memorial Day. We except grounds to dry out from the recent storms by the upcoming holiday. Despite the recent storms the cemetery is looking great, and we’ve received many compliments on its green appearance. The leaning trees were addressed by North Valley Tree Service, and they were great! We always have excellent customer service with them. Their staff is respectful while here and they clean up after themselves. One thing to keep in mind that we are running terrible low on mud boards. When digging graves, we often must move the tracks along the grass which is very time consuming with our few staff. It would be nice to add around twenty-five new boards before next winter. We have not purchased new mud board in the past 11 years of Kurtis’ employment. Kurtis did some research and found they are cheaper when purchasing in larger quantities over 25 per order. He has seen as low as $280/board plus shipping & handling.
2.  Memorial Day 2023 program planning is in full effect. We are expecting a good turnout. It was mentioned to staff that the military has added a new branch of the military and there is no room for the additional flagpole. A suggestion was made to add a flagpole right behind the Warren McCutchen monument and make that the new POW flagpole. Thus, freeing up the flagpole at the end for the new US Space Force flag. 
3.  Report on the farm lease tenant. Nathan had approached Angie while walking the ground and notified me that there is an investigation going on now as someone was caught stealing his melons. The ag commissioner came out and took samples from the melons he has planted to compare them to the ones found on the stand. They were a match. We unfortunately do not have cameras to catch anyone who it may have been. Sheriff and the Ag commissioner will be continuing their investigation.
4.  Completed 2022 Government Compensation in California (GCC) Report. Angie filed the compensation report and filed it. Email confirmation was received.

5.  Discussion on bids received regarding road work by the shop. After the recent tree work it became more apparent that our roads are crack and need to be resealed. Upon further review this is something that will need to be brought back up again in the next 1-2 years to possible correct any egress. 

6. Review fence work needed along north ditch:  Upon further review staff was able to replace approximately 30 feet of fence line and straighten out another 70 feet rather than having to contract the repairs out. Saving the district an estimated $4,000.
5. BOARD DISCUSSION & POSSIBLE ACTION ITEMS:
A. Review the Butte County Indigent contract for fiscal year 2023-2025:  Larry Hamman presented a motion that to approve the contract as presented showing the same terms as the previous contract. Larry Evans 2nd the motion; all ayes, motion passed.
B. Review expense to replace broken mud boards:  After some discussion, Larry Hamman proposed a motion to purchase 25 new mud boards to not exceed $280/per board plus the cost of shipping and handling. Larry Evans 2nd the motion; all ayes, motion passed.

C. Invoice received from North Valley Tree Service for removal of 2 large declining cedar trees and stump grinding. Larry Hamman motioned to approve payment of the tree removal in the amount of $11,400. Larry Evans 2nd the motion; all ayes, motion passed.
D. Review estimates from Campbell fence to replace rolling gate new shop:  Upon further review Larry Hamman motions to approve only option B on the estimate to change gate to swinging gate in the amount of $2,800. Larry Evans 2nd the motion, all ayes, motion passed.

6.  CONSENT CALENDAR
     A.  Approval of March 8, 2023, board meeting minutes and Approval of April 2023 Check Registers:  Upon a motion presented by Larry Evans and 2nd by Joe Hughes, the minutes of the March 8, 2023, meeting were approved as presented and the check register including checks 019094 to 019129 were approved. All ayes, motion passed.

7.  TRUSTEES DISCUSSIONS, QUESTIONS, AND COMMENTS:  None

8.  ADJOURNMENT:  As there was no further business to come before the board, Joe Hughes presented a motion to adjourn at 9:43am; the motion was 2nd by Larry Evans; all ayes, motion passed. The date of the next board meeting set for Wednesday, May 10, 2023, at 8:30 a.m. Meeting adjourned.

___________________________


_________________________________

Joe Hughes, Board Chairman



Angie Coté, Dist. Mgr./Board Secretary

